It has fallen to my lot to see several cases, all in male subjects, in which the first indication that the patient was drinking to excess was a convulsion of an epileptic type. In none of the cases had there been any previous attack of an epileptic character, nor any hereditary tendency to the affection, the excessive use of alcohol being apparently the sole determining factor in the epileptiform seizure. Case 1.?As illustrative of the condition referred to, I may cite the case of a gentleman whom I was urgently summoned to see in one of the hotels of this city on a Saturday afternoon, the story given being that he had suddenly taken a fit in the smoking-room, where, when engaged in conversation with a friend, he had suddenly got
The friend who accompanied him from England was one of the directors of an industrial concern in which the patient was works manager, and the account given of the patient by his director was that he was a quiet, hard-working man, zealous for the interests of his company, and a valued servant, with, perhaps, a tendency to worry unduly over business affairs. The director was at a loss to account for the patient's sudden seizure, but subsequent questioning of the patient himself elicited the admission that he had been drinking heavily and in secret, though not for any prolonged period, and that previously he had been a temperate and healthy man.
There was nothing in his previous history to suggest previous attacks of epilepsy, or a tendency to that disease, nor was there any history of specific disease, the patient, a man of about ^8 years of age, being married, with a fairly numerous and healthy family, and no history of miscarriages on the part of his wife.
His tongue was dirty and tremulous, and he seemed somewhat confused after his fit, of which he had no recollection.
As he was a valued servant of the company, his director suggested that a nurse should be got in to be with the patient overnight, a suggestion which was carried out, and after a tolerable dose of calomel, to be followed by a saline in the morning, he was given a mixture of bromide with a few grains of chloral as a sedative to tide him over the night. 
